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A CONSOLIDATED HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 230 SCHOOL    THOUGHT MEANING ACTION

On Tuesday, December 3, 2019, Andrew High School inducted 67 students to the Spanish Honors Society under the leadership of co-sponsors, 
Mrs. Sandy Dirker and Mrs. Michelle de la Vega.  These students’ names are nationally recognized by the AATSP (American Association of 
Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese).  Students in this Honors Society have completed at least 4 semesters of high school Spanish, attained a 
cumulative GPA of at least 3.0, and a Spanish GPA of 3.5 or above.  Andrew High School is proud of these students for making a commitment 
to learning a language, striving to be culturally aware, and promoting the Hispanic culture.  

Congratulations to:  Jenna Abdallah, Lama Abdelhamid, Kevin Aguilar, Dania Ahmad, Hadiah Alam, Omar Alqammaz, Hebah Alshaikh, 
Ella Bailitz, Allison Barker, Brianna Beissmann, Carson Benigno, Michael Bobber, Jacob Bosco, Aidan Bressanelli, Ryne Canavan, Marco 
Contreras, Hannah Davis, Jenna Decicco, Ameet Dhaliwal, Sara Estrada, Declan Farley, Jona Ferra, Daniel Garcia, Bryan Gerk, Christian 
Gerk, Julia Gomez, Leith Hamad, Nathan Haynie, Ann Hickman, Brett Hogan, Carolina Jimenez, Hannah Johnson, Nimeh Kanan, Samantha 
Kowalski, Julian Kuspa, Ella Lim, Mac Maciulewicz, Alyssa Magsombol, Christian Manzano, Eduardo Martinez, Molly McCarthy, Anna 
McDonnell, Ava McGrath, Razelilieann Mendoza, Kayla Michau, Bryce More, Makayla More, Ylber Neziri, Gianna Palumbo, Katherine 
Prochnow, Amy Rediger, Marissa Richards, Natalie Richards, Jason Richmond, Brielle Ridgway, Janelle Rulla, Timothy Ryan, Erte Sargut Diaz, 
Natasha Semanate, Isaac Shatat, Hayley Subka, Amani Sulieman, Jake Tanquilut, Alyssa Villegas, Rumsey Yasin, Kylie Yerkes, and Isaac 
Zumpano.

SPANISH HONORS SOCIETY INDUCTION 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
2020 is here!  The dawn of a new decade and the second half of the school year is beginning.  

January is an important month for our students.  Seniors are beginning their last semester at Andrew, 
underclassmen are thinking about their classes for next year, and incoming freshmen are starting to 
make important decisions about their high school future.  As parents, we try to do our best to pick the 
right combination of involvement.  We want to respect their growing independence, but we also want to 
exercise our right to point them in the right direction - for their own good…

As a parent (of a high schooler, no less) and an educator, I struggle with this concept of “involvement”.  
The only right answer is there is no right answer.  However, there are three big ideas that I always 
encourage when having deep conversations with 13-18 years old’s about their bright futures.

• What’s the long-term plan?  That question has a million different answers.  As a parent, I never 
tell him/her what I think their plan should be - unless asked - but I try to hold them accountable 
to it as long as they believe in their plan.  The classes they chose, the grades they get, the sports / 
clubs they join and the schedule they keep is all dependent upon the long-term plan (with some 
exceptions, of course).  As it changes, so does my advice and expectations.

• Do you have a clear idea of who you are?  Again, a million different answers.  
This includes career, where they want to live, who they want to hang out with, and 
what do they want to spend their time doing.  Although this is very broad, it helps 
in assisting my kid make those micro-decisions about school and personal life.  
If being a great athlete is who he thinks he is, then skipping the weight room 
is a no go.  If she wants to sing, then quit complaining about practicing.  
Same would apply to selecting classes, choosing after-school activities, 
or post-high school planning.

• What do you LOVE to do (not like)?  This is often the most 
difficult question because it leaves us the most vulnerable.  Always 
establish that love of something can change, because it does.  But finding 
what you love to do and letting that drive decisions is always the key 
to stress reduction, less anxiety, and increased conversations between 
you and your kid.  Again, we then talk about electives, clubs, or post-
secondary planning as a result.  I have kids that love traveling and new 
experiences, now I find myself researching study abroad programs 
(and how to pay for them!).

Again, this is the parent and not principal - although I can never divide 
both and I offer no guarantee of the effectiveness of this strategy.  However, 
in the 14 years of experience as a dad and 19 years as a school leader, I have 
seen the impact of coaching kids through short-term decision making by 
forcing them to think long-term has been effective, less stressful, and allowed 
the student to take ownership of their lives.  

I hope the stresses of opening a new year does not overwhelm you, and 
know that our faculty and staff are here to help you along the way.  We 
continue to value the partnership among all our families and students as 
we navigate these four years together.

Robert Nolting 
Principal

January 

 7 Classes Reconvene 

 8 Mid-Year Graduation 

 20 Martin Luther King Day -  
  No School

 24 Andrew’s Got Talent 7:00 PM

February
 17 President’s Day - No School

 26 Senior Academic Recognition  
  Night, 7:00 PM

March 

 2 No School 

 3 Parent/Teacher Conferences  
  (no student attendance),  
  12:00 PM - 7:00 PM

 4-7 Variety Show, 7:00 PM

 7 Variety Show, 3:00 PM

 10 Spring Band Concert, 7:00 PM

 11 Spring Choral Concert, 7:00 PM

 20 Early Dismissal, 1:00 PM

 22-27 Spring Break

 30 Classes Reconvene 



(708) 342-5800 | andrew.d230.org

Andrew Pride Survey
In High School District 230’s ongoing efforts to assess the effectiveness of its communication  

efforts in order to best serve our community, we appreciate you taking this brief survey. We hope  
you will share your thoughts honestly to assist us in improving communication efforts.

Thank you!
http://bit.ly/AndrewPrideSurvey

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 
On Tuesday, March 3, 2020, Victor J. Andrew High School will host Parent/Teacher Conferences from noon until 
7:00 p.m.  Conferences are based on appointments made in advance.  You can make appointments two ways:

1) Access the on-line appointments: conference registration will take place through Skyward.   
Watch for an email to be sent during February containing details.

2) Call the school at (708) 342-5800 during specific designated hours, which will be communicated in the 
February email.  Be prepared to provide your student’s last name and ID number.  Watch for details to 
come!
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Registration For Next 
Year’s Classes
Students will begin selecting their classes for 
next year during the month of January.  A 
letter detailing the process was sent home in 
December.  A schedule of student registration 
appointments will be posted throughout the 
building.  Should you have any questions,  
please contact your student’s Counselor.

Seniors: Important 
Scholarship Information
VJA Common Scholarship Application – 
Expect to see this application in Mid-January; 
due early February.  Deadlines will appear on 
the application.  Applications will be available 
in the Guidance Office and is open only to 
Andrew seniors.  Approximately 40 different local 
scholarships will be awarded to our students 
through this one application, including Rotary 
Club, VFW, Kirby, Bannes, memorial awards and 
many others.

From Our Student Assistance Coordinator

If you ask your kid(s) questions after school in order to better understand what life 
is like for them while they are at school, then you’re off to a great start.  Expressing 
interest and showing that you are available for your kids is incredibly important.  But, 
what kinds of questions are we asking our kids, and what do those questions say to 
our kids about where our priorities lie?

When your kid(s) get home from school, it can be easy to jump into the same line of 
questions.  How did you do on your test?  How did try-outs go?  Did you finish your 
homework?  There’s nothing wrong with asking these kinds of questions, but what is 
the theme here? 

These questions tend to revolve around accomplishments.

Whether we mean to or not, these questions subtly imply to our teens that their 
efforts at being successful students, athletes, etc. are of the utmost importance.  We 
certainly want our kid(s) to be successful, but we also want to raise a generation that 
is kind and caring. 

So, how do we do this?  To start, it can be as simple as asking a new line of 
questions.  In addition to, and sometimes instead of, asking routine accomplishment-
focused questions, we can also ask, “How did you show kindness to someone 
today?  How did you make someone smile today?  Who did you notice showing 
compassion to someone else?” 

At first, your kid(s) may seem to appear confused, or even uncomfortable, by 
these new questions.  However, in time, these questions will become the norm, 
and hopefully, your kid(s) will start to look for opportunities in the day to make 
kindness a priority.  By asking about these cooperative qualities, and by responding 
affirmatively, we are giving our kid(s) verbal rewards that will encourage them to 
continue pursuing kindness.

We should absolutely continue to encourage our kid(s) to do their best, to achieve 
their goals, and to pursue a successful future, but compassion is often a key part of 
navigating a truly successful path.  As George Sand aptly put it, “Guard well within 
yourselves that treasure, kindness.  Know how to give without hesitation, how to 
lose without regret, how to acquire without meanness.”

The After-School Questions We Ask… 
And What Those Questions Really Say

Senior Scholarships
Andrew High School would like to recognize all seniors who have been awarded scholarships.  Please either complete the 
form below or email Mrs. Donna Driscoll in the Guidance Department at ddriscoll@d230.org  This information will be placed 
in the Scholarship Night Program.  We use the financial information for school data purposes and it remains confidential.   

STUDENT NAME _________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Scholarship:  ______________________________________________________________________________

Awarded from which school/organization: _______________________________________________________________

Total of the award over 4 years if renewable:  ______________
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From Our Physical Education/Health/Driver’s Education Department
Driver Education:  Student Early Permitting Information
No doubt your teenager is eagerly looking forward to obtaining a learner’s permit and the 
privilege of taking traffic safety education.  Your teenager must be at least 15 years old to 
apply for an early permit.  As parents and instructors, we have a serious responsibility to 
provide our youth with an opportunity to learn to use the motor vehicle wisely and safely.  
The following information is provided to help you plan ahead for this vital instructional 
program.

Driver Education, including both classroom and behind-the-wheel instruction, is offered 
through Victor J. Andrew High School.  Classroom and behind-the-wheel instruction are 
most effective when students are at the height of their own motivation to learn, and it is 
most valuable when they will soon be able to apply what has been learned.  Therefore, 
we recommend that your teen applies for an early permit, which will allow students to 
begin practicing and developing their skills before the start of the semester.  Research 
shows that the more practice students have, the better driver they will become due to the 
exposure to a wide variety of driving experiences/situations.

Please be reminded that no person may legally drive any automobile upon the public 
highways or streets without a valid permit or license.  The permit allows a driver who 
is at least 15 years old to operate the same vehicles as a Class D license, with certain 
restrictions.  The teen must have a licensed driver who is at least 21 years old seated 
beside them in the vehicle, and they must have permission from the teen’s parent.  The 
permit may or may not allow the teen to drive in other states.  Also, it is illegal for the 
owner of a motor vehicle to authorize, or knowingly permit, such vehicle to be driven 
upon the roadway by a person who is not properly licensed.  Please remember that the 
impressions gained by young people while riding with you as a driver are highly resistant to 
change later on.

Deans’ Office 
Winter Weather 
With the winter season in full swing, students and parents are 
reminded that even in the case of poor weather, students are 
expected to be at school on-time.  Whether taking the bus, driving, 
or walking to school, students should take the necessary steps for 
on-time and safe arrival to Andrew High School.

Bus Riders
• Be at your stop 10 minutes prior to scheduled pickup time
• Remain patient when waiting for the bus
• Dress appropriately when at the bus stop
• If your bus is late to school and you are on the bus, then you 

will not be marked late

Drivers
- Check the weather the night before to see if it is necessary to 

leave early
- Be up early to clear your car or driveway from snow
- Drive slowly and safely 
- Be respectful, cautious, and obey all signage when 

entering the Andrew Parking lot

Walkers
- Dress appropriately (the more layers the better)
- Cross streets at a crosswalk and use caution (remember, it 

takes longer for cars to slow down in the snow and ice)

School Related Weather Emergency Information
In the case of severe weather threatening the school day, three 
decisions can be made by District 230 leaders:

1) School will start at the normal time
2) School will have a delayed start time of 9:30 a.m.
3) School will be cancelled for the entire day

There are several ways to access emergency school closing or 
delay information. 

Radio – WGN AM 720 and WBBM AM 780
Television – CBS 2, NBC 5, ABC 7, WGN 9, FOX 32 and CLTV 
News
Phone – 1-847-238-1234
Online – www.d230.org or www.EmergencyClosings.com

Weather Related DELAYED Start Schedule
District 230 has the ability to delay the start of school because of 
weather or power outages.  In case of a delayed start, parents and 
students should understand the following information:

- Classes will begin at 9:30 a.m.
- Zero hour will be cancelled
- Students with Zero Hour should ride their regular assigned 

bus, NOT the Zero Hour assigned bus
- Buses will pick students up 1 and a half hours later than the 

regularly scheduled pick up time
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP: Turning a Profit for Charity
The Business Department’s Entrepreneurship students had 
the opportunity to spend one week in the school cafeteria 
to sell their team’s product or service and try to make the 
largest profit.  The products and services students developed 
included Buttons, VJA Lanyards, Cake Pops, Phone Cases, 
Teacher Name Plates, Wood Engravings, and PowerPoint 
presentation assistance for teachers. 

This competition was the culmination of an entire semester 
of preparation.  Students enrolled in the Entrepreneurship 
class created a business plan for their product/service for the 
majority of the semester.  This process included a company 
and product description, marketing plan, operational plan, 
management and organization, startup expenses, and a 
financial plan.  

Entrepreneurship students met in Andrew’s new CollabLab 
to create, invent, and explore using a variety of tools and 
materials.  They had full access to two 3d printers, a laser 
engraving machine, video editing software, greenscreen, 
Clevertouch interactive whiteboard, and 3D pens. With 
this high-tech equipment and imagination, some groups 
designed, built, and created their products completely in-
house. 

Finally, in a Shark Tank-style sales pitch, students unveiled 
their business plans while asking investors for start-
up capital.  This start-up capital was utilized during the 
competition in the cafeteria.  All profits were donated to the 
winning team’s chosen charity. 
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ANDREW TRIATHLON
Several Andrew teachers have proposed a school-wide event known as 
the Andrew Triathlon.  Donna Driscoll from our Guidance Department, 
Kelly Matusik, Jennifer Genslinger, and Kim Zartler from our PE 
Department have been working on a school day event for late 
April.  The structure of the event would be a 300-yard swim 
in the pool, a 5-mile bike on the stationary bikes, and finishing 
up with a 1-mile run.  Participation in the event is optional, 
but incentives will be built into the event.  Ideas for incentives 
include raffle prizes, gift cards, or lunch with their teacher. Each 
competitor will receive a t-shirt for participating in the event.

We would like to offer T-Bolt time triathlon enrichments in the months 
prior to the event. Students can work on their bike and run, or swim laps in the 
pool, with PE teachers helping to support their practice efforts.  Students can participate as an individual 
or in a relay format.  Students can participate in a certain event with other students, or do all three events 
individually.  We are not concerned with time, as much as we are with finishing. After they finish, post-
race snacks for the students will be provided. 

We want to encourage fitness, mental and emotional wellness, competition, and challenging oneself out 
of their comfort zone.  Students with SEL needs could benefit from this - they can practice in a safe space, 
they will be encouraged by other adults and peers in the building, and it can build their confidence and 
the idea that anything is possible. Growth Mindset!

Swim Bike Run
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SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY FEBRUARY 3, 2020
To access the submission form go to:   https://forms.gle/QWQmh3ib5ucMcw338  

Asthma Health Alert

Nurse’s Office Alert:  Attention Junior Parents/
Guardians (class of 2021)   
All students entering 12th grade in the State of Illinois are 
required to show proof of having received one dose of 
Meningococcal Conjugate vaccine given on or after their 
16th birthday.

Proof of having received the Meningococcal vaccine is 
required and should be submitted to the School Nurse 
as soon as the vaccine is given. 

Vaccine documentation can be:
• Dropped off in the Nurse’s Office 
• Mailed to Victor J. Andrew High School, Attention: 

Nurse’s Office 
• Scanned and e-mailed to the Nurse’s Office at 

vjanurse@d230.org 
• Faxed to the Nurse at 708-737-7725
• Digital Option https://lf.d230.org/Forms/Medical

It is important to note that your child will not receive a 
schedule, participate in athletics, or apply for a parking 
pass in the 2020-2021 school year until documentation 
of having the vaccine is received in the Nurse’s Office.

If you have any questions, please contact the Nurse’s 
Office at 708-342-5858.

Nurse’s Office 

There is no doubt that our students 
found many wonderful electronic 
devices such as CD’s, DVD’s, 
Bluetooth speakers, cell phones, and 
MP3’s under the Christmas Tree.  
Despite the fact that these items 
provide hours of enjoyment, when 
misused, they can cause a serious 
and lifelong health problem.  The 
increase in exposure to loud sounds 
has resulted in a growing number of 
young people being diagnosed with 
Noise Induced Hearing Loss (NIHL).

Just as with smoking and obesity 
issues, it is often difficult to convince 
teens to take seriously the fact that 
life style choices made now can affect 
them in mid-life.  We typically expect 
some hearing loss in our “senior 
citizen” years.  Studies conducted by 
the National Institute on Deafness 
and Other Communication Disorders 
have shown that as many as 5.2 
million teenagers now show signs of 

hearing loss.

Prolonged exposure to loud music 
damages the delicate hair cells 
in the inner ear, preventing them 
from carrying the impulses to the 
brain where they are translated 
into the sounds.  These hair cells, 
once damaged, are irreparable.  
Earphones project the sound directly 
in the ears, bypassing walls, rugs, 
and other items in the environment 
that absorb some for the sound you 
hear without earphones.  If someone 
else is using earphones and you can 
hear their music, it is too loud for 
them.

As always, concern for the health 
and safety of our students is a top 
priority at Andrew High School.  We 
encourage you to follow the directives 
concerning electronic devices as 
stated in the student handbook.

All medication (exceptions listed below) is to be 
stored in the Nurse’s Office.  A student should not 
carry prescription or non-prescription medications with 
them during school hours. Exceptions include inhalers 
and Epi-Pens, and Diabetic supplies, but only with 
the medication form on file.  If a student must take 
a medication at school, including Tylenol, Ibuprofen, 
antibiotics, eye drops, etc., the student must provide 
the nurse with a written order for the medication from 
a licensed physician, as well the parent’s written 
signature.  Any medication administered in the Nurse’s 
Office will be recorded in the student’s health file. 

Forms to allow the administration of medication at 
school are available in the Nurse’s Office or online at 
https://district.d230/andrew/depts/nurse/default.aspx

If the student requests to call home for medication 
during the school day, they must call from the Nurse’s 
Office. A parent must come into the Nurse’s Office, wait 
for the student and administer the medication to the 
student. Medication cannot be left in the Nurse’s Office, 
or at the Main South Door, for a student to pick up. 

Please remember to contact the Nurse’s Office with any 
changes in your student’s health or contact information, 
such as home, work, or cell numbers.  Thank you for 
your cooperation with this very important matter.

As we head into the cold and flu season, please 
remember the following procedure for sick student pick 
up:

• Remind your child not to text you from the classroom.  
Instead they should report to the Nurse’s Office.

• The Nurse’s Office will contact parent/guardian to 
arrange for pick up.

• Parent or Guardian must sign out the student in the 
Nurse’s Office.

• Under certain circumstances student may be allowed 
to drive themselves home with parent approval.

As always, please contact the Nurse’s Office with any 
questions.

Illinois Law requires an 
Asthma Action Plan to be 
completed by physician 
for all asthmatic students.  
Please submit completed 
forms to the Nurse’s Office 
as soon as possible.  Any 
questions, please call the 
Andrew Nurse’s Office at 
342-5858.

Hearing Alert

A Reminder of the Medication Policy

Happy,  
Healthy

New Year!

TWITTER
Follow your friends in Guidance on twitter @vjaguidance.  
We are your one stop shop for the latest in Andrew college visits, scholarships, 
career exploration, and many other events we have going on through the year.
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VJA honors its finest students, teachers, support staff, and community supporters.   
We are seeking nominations for individuals who exhibit the following criteria:

★ Positive role model for both staff and students
★ Distinguished work on behalf of the school and its students
★ Creative thinker; innovative 
★ Actively seeks solutions to problems at VJA
★ Undisputed positive attitude towards all others
★ Advocates for and participates in the growth of Andrew High School

CATEGORIES:
• Student an active student who has gone above and beyond as they represent VJA

• Teacher an active part-time or full-time, substitute, or teacher serving a long-term 
substitute position, who has gone above and beyond as they represent VJA

• Support Staff secretary, deans’ or special services aide, custodian, or food service 
employee, who has gone above and beyond as they represent VJA

• Community Member  a parent, neighbor, booster member, or other individual who is not 
employed at VJA, who has gone above and beyond in their support of VJA

• Corporate Partner Award a local business who has continued to support and successfully work with 
Andrew athletics, co-curriculars, or service learning opportunities

Golden Bolts Distinguished Service Award

OUR ADMINISTRATION AND SENIOR LEADERS WILL SELECT AND 
HONOR INDIVIDUALS AT A SPECIAL DINNER EVENT ON 

March 11, 2020
6:30 p.m. - Reception

7:00 p.m. - Dinner
7:30 p.m. - Awards 

(Please make sure of the nominee’s and your availability prior to the event.) 

SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY FEBRUARY 3, 2020
To access the submission form go to:   https://forms.gle/QWQmh3ib5ucMcw338  
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Andrew Athletics Update
Welcome back!  We hope everyone had a 
great winter break.  As we return for the start 
of the 2nd semester, we also prepare for 
upcoming conference and IHSA post-season 
play.  Hard to believe we are almost upon 
the end of the winter season.  There is a lot 
to look forward to this month, but also much 
to be proud of from last month.  In addition 
to winter programs beginning to wind down, 
our spring sports programs are also getting 
ready to gear up next month, starting the 
last week of February, to hold tryouts and 
practices.  Please be on the lookout for 
announcements and flyers for spring sports 
tryouts.  Also, please remember to register on 
8to18 as well.  You will need to use the same 
login credentials each time you register your 
athlete(s).  In order to try out for any sport, 
a student must be registered on 8to18 and 
show a valid sports physical.  

The Varsity Dance team is off to a great 
start.  The team has performed at the first 
two home basketball games and competed 
twice, placing 1st and 3rd at two very 
highly competitive invitationals.  In January, 
the team looks forward to continued 
performances at the home basketball games, 
as well as some crucial competitions.  The 
SWSC Conference contest will take place at 
Lockport High School on January 15, and the 
Sectional Contest will be held on January 25 
at a site TBD.  The team is working hard to 
place well and earn a qualification to the state 
finals!

Our Cheer program’s competitive cheer 
season is in full swing competing the bulk 
of our competitions this month.  We will be 
traveling to Maine West, Buffalo Grove, 
Lockport, and Oak Forest for invites.  JV will 

finish their season at Lincoln Way Central 
for the SWSC conference competition, while 
Varsity hopes to clinch a Top 5 spot at IHSA 
Sectionals on February 1.

Boys’ Basketball team has jumped to a 
5-2 record with big wins over social media 
darlings Tinley Park H.S. and Lincoln 
Way East.  Junior guard Jolo Amoranto is 
averaging 17ppg, 3 assists and 44% from 
the 3pt line.  Junior guard Michael Bobber is 
leading the team in rebounds and charges 
taken.  Senior Noah O’Connor is 2nd on 
the team at 11ppg and 3 rebounds per 
contest.  The varsity team faced top ranked 
Bolingbrook on December 10, Sandburg 
on December 17 then traveled to York to 
participate in the 32 team Jack Tosh Holiday 
Classic! The freshmen squad traveled to 
Riverside Brookfield over the holidays, and 
the sophomore team traveled to Chicago 
Christian to finish off the calendar year.  
When school resumes, the Bolts will be 
entrenched in a two-month run featuring 
multiple hard-fought conference games 
against Lincoln Way Central, Bradley, Lincoln 
Way West and Stagg.  

The Lady T-Bolts Basketball program is 
continuing to show both team and individual 
growth. The team is gaining game experience 
and coming together as a unit.  We have 
completed our conference cross-over games, 
and are getting ready to begin the home 
series against the other four teams in the 
SWSC Red Division.  The T-Bolts have high 
hopes for the second half of our season!!!

The Boys’ Bowling season ended their 
regular season immediately after break, 
heading in to the SWSC Tournament and 

the IHSA State Series through January.  The 
team is building on the backs of a strong 
group of juniors, led by top scorer Eric 
Ciccone.  Girls’ Bowling is rolling along and 
the girls are working hard every day.  The 
team has 1 win and a 2nd place finish at 
the Joliet Steelmen Invite under their belt.  
Matches and tournaments will begin to take 
hold of the season. 

The Lady T-Bolts Gymnastics team is coming 
off a strong start in December, breaking 
records that were set years ago!  We are 
happy to announce that we are hosting our 
5th annual Erin Olmstead Memorial Varsity 
Invite (formally took place at Sandburg) on 
January 4, 2020.  This will be the biggest 
varsity invite in the south suburbs, and we are 
looking forward to competing with some great 
teams.  The girls will also be competing in the 
Lake Park JV invite and York Varsity Invite 
during the month.  We will close out January 
by hosting the SWSC conference meet in the 
West gym on January 29!

The Varsity Wrestling team is looking forward 
to continuing conference competition against 
LWC, LWW, and Lockport this January.  We 
travel to the Batavia Invite where we will 
come in as returning champions and look 
to defend our title.  We finish up the month 
of January with our SWSC Conference 
Tournament, before looking ahead to the 
IHSA Post-Season.  This year the wrestling 
team is led by Senior Captain Michael 
Robertson.   

The Boys’ Swim team continue to work hard 
and are swimming well.  January is a busy 
month with the RB invite, as well as the 
Shepard invite.  Leading the boys this season 
are seniors, Austin Russell, Matt Wagonblott, 
Mike Reiter, and Ruairi Murphy.

Finally, as we always ask, please consider 
being a member of our Athletic Booster Club.  
Their hard work and commitment to our 
athletes helps us every year in purchasing 
new uniforms, supplies, and equipment, 
totaling more than $50,000 annually.  We 
cannot say enough how much we appreciate 
all the hours they volunteer for our kids.  We 
ask all our athletics parents to please be 
a paid member of our organization.  Every 
dollar raised goes right back to our programs.  
We look forward to seeing you at our next 
home competition.  Go T-Bolts!  Best of luck 
to our winter programs as they compete in 
post-season play this month!
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MUSIC BOOSTERS

T.P.P.O.  
(Thunder Pride Parent 
Organization)

The Music Department ended the year with 
the ever-popular Prism concert.  This concert 
featured all the VJA music ensembles, and 
included a wide variety of holiday music 
selections.  It was a great way to end a 
wonderful fall semester and the groups are 
looking forward to 2020 and the music events 
to come.

Speaking of events to come, the close of 
the year has seen a flurry of activity in the 
Music Department.  The jazz band has begun 
practicing in preparation for their spring concerts 
including the UIC Jazz Festival on February 19.  
The VJA Pep Band has also started to prepare 
for the upcoming Thunderbolt basketball season 
where you can see them perform at every home 
game.

The award-winning Andrew Percussion group, 
as well as the VJA Winterguard, are already 
deep into rehearsals for their indoor seasons 
which start in January.    The season kicks off 
with a community show on Saturday, January 
25, that showcases both groups in their first 
public performance.  Come join us and help 
wish our students good luck on their winter 
season.   

A huge congrats to Skylar Guinn on her 
performance in the ILMEA District 1 Choir.  We 
also want to congratulate the following band 
students who performed in the ILMEA District 
1 Band including DC Velarde - Contra Alto 
Clarinet, Nathan Eassa - Bb Clarinet, Elena 
Miller - French Horn, Claire O’Connell - French 

Horn, Jason Kole-Butcher - French Horn, Alex 
Procajlo - Alto Sax, Elias LaChonce – Bassoon, 
Vince Bueno – Trombone, as well as Althena 
Yu - Violin I who performed as part of the ILMEA 
District 1 Orchestra.

The spring will be a busy time for all of our 
choral and band groups.  The Chorus will be 
performing in the D230 Choral Festival, as 
well as our Spring Concerts, while the band 
groups will be attending numerous events such 
as the Chicagoland Concert Band Festival 
and the Midwest Music for All Festival.  The 
Wind Symphony is also excited to be invited to 
perform at the Music for All National Festival in 
March.  

The music calendar is a full one this Spring 
and we’d love to see you at our concerts and 
performances.  Please 
check the calendar at www.
vjamusic.com for updates 
on events and times.  Also, 
please consider attending 
the Andrew Music Parent 
Meetings to keep up to date 
with all the news from the 
Music Department.  Meetings 
will resume in the spring with 
our first meeting on February 
11.  Meetings are held at 7:30 
p.m. in the Choir room. 

Thank you and Eyes with 
Pride!!

Welcome back!!  We hope your 
winter break was relaxing and 
enjoyable!  We wanted to thank 
everybody who ordered a Snack 
Pack for their son/daughter.  
The orders have placed us near 
our goal of being able to award 
eight Senior Scholarships at 
the end of the year.  For more 
information and reminders, 
check out our Facebook Page 
at https://www.facebook.com/
AndrewHighSchoolTPPO/.  
If you have any questions 
about our T.P.P.O., please 
contact Tracie Zaghloul at 
traciezaghloul@gmail.com.

Plan to attend our monthly Athletic Booster Club 
meeting.  All members are invited.  It is also a 
great way to become involved.  Next Meeting:   
Wednesday, January 8 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 
220.  All Fall Team Reps are expected to attend.  
All interested in learning more about what the 
Booster Club is all about are welcome to attend!

ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB FUNDRAISERS

Join Us...Wednesday, January 15 
At GATTO’S RESTAURANT

All Locations—Lunch or Dinner—Dine-In or 
Carry-Out.  Just mention Andrew Athletic 
Booster Club when paying your bill.

Please download the Benefits Mobile App.  
Pick VJA Athletic Boosters and donate a portion 
to the Booster Club

WANTED:   
Directors who want to become a part of the 
Andrew Athletic Booster Club!  Please consider 
being a part of the Andrew Athletic Booster Club.

Spirit Wear Assistant: Someone who is willing 
to help our Spirit Wear director with upcoming 
events.

Spirit Wear:  We have decals available  
for all sports. If you need any spirit wear  
items, please contact Traycee Consenza  
at trayceeg714@gmail.com. 

Variety Show:  Variety Show dates are  
March 5, 6, and 7.  Please contact 
andrewvarietyshow@gmail.com with any 
questions.

SPECIAL THANKS:  Thanks to all that helped 
throughout the year with concessions and other 
Booster Club Sponsored events!

The Andrew Athletic Booster Club is only 
successful because of our volunteers.

Any questions or feedback, contact Lesley 
Magnabosco at lesmag@att.net.

Athletic Booster Club website:   
www.andrewathleticboosters.org

ATHLETIC BOOSTERS
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